
May 9, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 

9, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Chad Martin, 

Jennifer Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Police Chief Sean Dunn, Deputy Police Chief Eddie Cassady, Human Resource 

Director Kathy Vernon, Lieutenant Rob Fincher, Fire Chief Ted Anderson, Deputy Fire 

Marshall Andy Powers, Code Compliance Inspector Mark Price, Inspection Permit Technician 

Tammy Davis, and Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley.    

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order.  Following the invocation by Council Member 

Bowles and Pledge to the American Flag, Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the April 24, 2017 Neighborhood Tour and Meeting 

and April 25, 2017 Council Meeting – Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the 

minutes as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor. 

Consider approval of FY18 Budget Ordinance on second reading – Mayor Teague said he 

would allow people to speak at the podium although this was not a public hearing.  City 

Manager Towarnicki explained that the cigarette and meals tax would need to be included 

even though they were not in the original agenda.  Towarnicki summarized the proposed 

budget.  School Superintendent Dr. Zeb Talley was present and asked for $100,000 in 

additional funds, explaining the proposed budget for the schools and how it will require 

reductions in various departments.  Mayor Teague asked Talley to continue to look at cost 

savings and Council can reevaluate incremental capital needs as necessary.  Council Member 

Bowles expressed her full support for the schools and education.  Bowles asked if Council 

cannot award the full $100,000 increase as requested, maybe they would consider approving 

$50,000.  Mayor Teague asked where the $100,000 would be cut if not awarded.  Talley 

explained that the cut would affect staffing.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to provide 

the schools an additional $100,000 from cash reserve, Vice Mayor Martin seconded the 

motion.  Bowles and Martin voted aye, Teague, Lawson and Hodge voted nay so motion failed.  

Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2017-1 to increase 

the meals tax; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with the following 5-0 roll-call 

vote:  Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Lawson, 

aye; Mayor Teague, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, aye. 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 2017-2 to increase the 

cigarette tax; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with the following 5-0 roll-call vote:  

Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Mayor 

Teague, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. 
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Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the FY18 Budget Ordinance 2017-U-

B as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with the following 5-0 roll-call 

vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Bowles, 

aye; Vice Mayor Martin; aye, and Mayor Teague, aye. 
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing Treylan Beamer for his accomplishments 

related to the recent Elks Lodge National Hoop Shoot competition – Council Member Bowles 

read and presented the proclamation.  Treylan Beamer’s mother said it was a great experience 

and she thanked the Elks Lodge for their support.  Mr. Steagall of the Elks Lodge said the 

family represented Martinsville well and said Beamer is not only a good athlete, but also a 

good student.   
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Hear an update from West Piedmont Workforce Investment Board – Lisa Fultz updated 

Council on WIB including the Promise Grant and the Ride Solutions Grant, which is in place 

to encourage ride sharing and will be utilized to assist residents who would like to attend the 

Martinsville-Henry County job fair on June 14.  Fultz also updated Council on the Financial 

Literacy Program, the Working Family Success Grant and on workforce training.  She 

mentioned on-the-job training and incumbent training. Fultz asked that residents who think 

they may qualify for WIB services should contact the office. Fultz suggested that WIB could 

possibly collaborate the ride-share program with PART.    

Read and present a proclamation recognizing May 7 – 13, 2017 as Public Service 

Recognition Week – Council Member Hodge read and presented the proclamation.   
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Consider presentation of a Proclamation recognizing May as Building Safety Month – 

Mayor Teague read the proclamation and Council presented it to staff in attendance.  Fire 

Chief Ted Anderson thanked Council and recognized Mark Price, Andy Powers and Tammy 

Davis who were in attendance along with Kris Bridges who was not in attendance but 

represents Martinsville nationally.   
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Consider presentation of a Proclamation regarding National Police Week 2017 and Peace 

Officers’ Memorial Day – Council Member Lawson read the proclamation.  Council Members 

presented the proclamation to Chief Dunn and officers in attendance. Dunn thanked Council 

for the recognition and invited Council Members to the Martinsville-Henry County joint 

Memorial Ceremony Wednesday May 17 at 11:00am in Council Chambers.   
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Hear an update from Martinsville Police Department staff regarding issues related to 

local opioid usage – Lt Fincher presented a PowerPoint and provided a brief description and 

what the drug classification for opioids includes.  Drug and opioid overdose deaths continue to 

increase at an alarming rate and has become a nationwide epidemic.  Chief Dunn shared local 

statistics of opioid drug abuse and said that heroin hit the area in August 2016 with several 

quick arrests.  Dunn recognized members of the Drug-Free MHC program.  It can take years to 

beat an opioid addiction. Dunn feels that Martinsville has a tough court system and 

Commonwealth Attorney to prosecute drug-related arrests and mentioned other departments 

and organizations that are partnering to build a drug task force.  Dunn said that 118.5 

pounds of prescription drugs were turned in during the Drug Take Back event at the 

Martinsville Fire Department.  Dunn shared upcoming community events that will provide 

information and support.  Greg Preston of the Community Recovery Program said the solution 

is not only awareness, but the community needs to focus on prevention and employment.    

Consider sale of property located at 310 Hairston Street, Martinsville, Virginia – City 

Manager summarized the history behind the property and the issues with the sewer line 

collapse under the home.  The home was shown several times but received only one bid, which 

was increased to $15,000.  Towarnicki recommended that Council accept the offer, although 

lower than the minimum originally discussed because over all, the sale will save the City 
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money.  Mayor Teague explained that City Council members serve as representatives of the 

Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority.  For the purpose of the following agenda item, 

Council Member Hodge made a motion to recess as City Council and to convene as the 

Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion 

with all members voting in favor.  MRHA Chairman Gene Teague then opened discussion of 

the following item as the Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority.  Housing Authority 

Member Lawson made a motion to sell the property as-is; Housing Authority Member Hodge 

seconded the motion with all members voting in favor.  

Authority Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn as the Housing Authority and 

reconvene as City Council, Authority Member Bowles seconded the motion with all members 

voting in favor.  The Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority then adjourned and Mayor 

Teague reconvened the Council meeting. 

 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with 

all Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Timothy Keffer, 218 Aaron Street expressed concerns about 

the properties on Aaron Street destroyed recently by fire, stating that residents in the area 

have respiratory and other health issues and feels that those fires are affecting the breathing 

quality of the neighborhood.  He said they have looked at the first property that burned for 

four years and hopes that the second property will not take that long to clean up.  Keffer also 

expressed concern about asbestos in the debris and the heath concerns that could cause.  He 

feels that the sale of the steel could help pay for the cleanup costs.  City Manager Towarnicki 

said one reason the first building clean up has taken so long was that the case was tied up in 

court.  There is a grant available that may help provide a phase 1 assessment of the site and 

how it can be cleaned up.  Fire Chief Anderson explained that the most recent burned building 

should not take as long and a contractor has been contacted however, the investigation is still 

causing a delay on the clean up process.  Anderson says the fire is out and the fire department 

has a way to monitor the air quality around the homes and inside the home to ensure resident 

safety.  Teague asked the Towarnicki and Anderson keep Council updated. 

Taryn Niblett of Chatham Heights expressed concern about the reading level of the local 

children and asked that Council consider bringing reading specialists back to the schools.  

Students need strong reading skills to be successful.   

James Roundtree, 1221 Mulberry Road requested Council reconsider and award the 

funds requested for the school budget, expressing his concern for his grandchildren’s 

education.   
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Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street expressed concern over Council’s budget decisions and 

says they keep pushing concerns forward to the next year.  He hopes that next year, Council 

Members will have some good answers why the City is in such bad shape. 

Comments by Members of City Council – Vice Mayor Martin shared that he had the 

opportunity to speak to Altrusa and attended Decision Day at the school.  Mayor Teague 

thanked Council Members for attending several events on his behalf the past week.  Council’s 

thoughts and prayers are with City Attorney Monday in the passing of his mother.  

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki referenced the Council calendar 

and upcoming events.  Towarnicki shared Memorial Day events on Second Street, Carver 

Gardens and at Roselawn Cemetery.   

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:26pm. 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


